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Gul Magiftrars a ” Bleſſing "+ 


| 5 © 2 on thoſe WORDS of the 


| Apoſtle St. PAUL. 


Rox. xiii. V. 4. For he is the Miniſter of God to thee 2 
Sood. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for 
He beareth not the Sword in vain: For be is the Miniſter 


f God, a Revenge io execute Wrath ugon bim that doth 
Evil. 


"Ia which DISCOURSE 


A e * mutual Dur IES of Magiſtrates, . 
- Lawyers, and Others, are laid down, 


5 The Docrxxxs of Non-Refi tance and Paſio ve-Obe- 


dience are put in a clear Light. 


5 The SovEREIGN's Prerogative, and the Sus JECTS 


Liberty and Property, with their due * 7 
- aſſerted and maintain'd. 


And Peace and Charity, Love and Unity, affection- 5 


ately recommended to all Perſons. 

Preise 6d to 2 abovelaid Diſcourſe, You have a large ExoR- 
DIUM, Which includes a conciſe Topographical Account of the 
CI T Y of eee for above a Thouſand 3 paſt, c. 
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To the Right Worlhipful 


Jous BLACKWELL, Eſq; Mayor. 


To the Worſhipful the 


'A Idermen, She riffs, 


AND 


COMM ON- COUNCIL 


Of the City and Conroxarion of 


6 4 0 U £E E 4 7 E N. 
The enſuing DISC OURSE i is dedicated, 


Mr. Maren 1 


— SY H E Honour you receiv'd by the Members of 
8 the Corporation, in being choſen Alderman and 
ll Mayor in the ſame Year, is a Manifeſtation of 
= heir good Opinion of your Qualification for ſuch 
4 Poſt of Honour and Uſefulneſs, and their Con- 


= of your Fidelity in the right Diſcharge of your Truſt 


therein. It falls now within your Province to inſpeft the 
Frauds and m__ in Weights, and Meaſures, and 10 endea- 
22 vour 


iv DEDICATION. 
vour a due Regulation thereof, to reſtrain ſome from doing, 
and Io guard others from receiving, Wrong. It is a Thing 
to be wiſhed for, (ibo we have no Grounds to hope for) that 
all Coxx-MEASuRES were reduced to their proper Stan- 
dard, according to Atts of Parliament in that Caſe provided: 
But if any Perſon or Perſons endeavour at it, tho* their 
Aims and Endeavours be conformable to the Statutes, yet 
they ll fall under the Cenſures of their Neighbours, where 
different Meaſures are uſed, according to the Preſcription of 
ancient Cuſtom, whether it exceeds, or falls ſhort of coming 
4p to, the Standard. Different Counties (and alſo ſome 
neighbouring Towns) have different Meaſures : The long Uſe, 
and Prevalency of Cuſtom, demands a Perſon's Compliance 
therewith, to avoid popular Reflections, Cenſures, and ths 
Odium of thoſe who are Gainers thereby. But theſe Things 
not being within the Limits of my Province, I. hall paſs by 
them, and not enter into a critical Diſcuſſion of that Af 
Fair, but leave it to the Conſideration, and Management of 
thoſe GENTLEMEN, bo by the Influence of their Affection, 
and Authority of their Commiſſion, are become the Pa- 
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RE FACE. 


GENTLEMEN, 


0 be Magiſtrates of « a | City and pr of fuch 
{ 1 in /:iquity and Fame, is no ſmall Honour ; ſo alſo ta be 
Managers of the City Affairs, the Diſpoſers of 2 ſe- 
veral Sums of Money, the Legacies and Benefactions 
| of Charitable Perſons, juſtly and impartially, to fuch 
1 real Objects of Charity, as are moſt agreeable to, and 
ke; in, the Deſigns and Purpoſes of the deceaſed Donors, is 
a Poſt of no ſmall Trujt. Your prudent eee and wiſe Ma- 
nagement of the important Concerns you are engaged in, will be 
more conducive to your real Honour, than what many others deriuve from 
their worthy and horourable Anceſtors. Your thus doing, will reflect 
Honour upon your Memories, and tranſmit Honour to your Poſterity in 
Future Times. In order to raiſe in your Minds a noble and Praiſe- 
160 thy Emulation, I might give you a few Diſplays of the Valour and 
Virtue of ſome of your worthy Predeceſſars. To back and promote this 
Deſign, permit me to give you a Mort Topographical Deſcription of the 
City; tho“ you are acquainted with its preſent Situation, yet many of you 
_ nay be Strangers ts its original State. GLOUCESTER is a City of 
great Antiquity, built by the Romans, nat many Years after their In- 
vaſien Great-Britain, and foon after ſeme conſiderable Advantage 
ebtain'd againſt the valiant and inflexible Britons, who were the ori- 
ginal Proprietors and Paſſeſſors theresf, and were forced, by the pre- 
bailing Arms of ine Romans, to recede ta the other Side E the —_ 


1 Pk e 


TITE Romans fortificd the Town with firong Walls and Ram 
parts, excepting the Side next the River; where they plac'd a Colony, 
which was calPd Colonia Glevum. It was to be a Curb to the Ci- 
lures, @ bold warlike People, that inhabited South-W ales, 20 by 
their frequent Excurſions, and violent Aſſaults, did very much annoy 
their Enemies. But when the Romans withdrew their Legions to en- 

age and oppoſe mare powerful Enemics nearer Home, after about 500 
Tears Poſſeſſion of the largeſt and beſt Part of the Iſland, [This will 
appear, i we conſider that Julius Cæſar invaded the Land about 5 5 

Tears before the Chrijlian Fra, and they deferted the Country in the 
Tear of our Lord 445.] when they departed, the Britons reaſſumed 
their ancient Inheritances and Habitations. The Name given at firſt . 
ly the Britons to this City was Gloiw, i. e. fair or ſplendid ; but 
after it was wall'd about, and fortificd, they calPd it Caer-Gloiw, 

1. e. a fair and fortified Town. The Saxons call'd it Gleauceſter, 
dieriv'd, as tis ſuppos d, from Glevum, which Name by Analogy 

came from the Britiſh Name Gloiw. It had no Caſtle in it, until 
the Time of William the Conqueror, that built one on the South 
Side of it, at the Eapence of the Demolition of ſixteen Houſes ; what 
remains of it at this Time, is made uſe of for the County-Priſon. 
The City in ancient Times was adorn'd with many Churches, which 
were for the maſt part ruin'd by the Heathen-Saxons, and ſome that 
eſcaped their Fury, were demoliſhed in thoſe calamitous Times, when 
the whele County was ravag'd by the Danes; and afterwards it was 
almsft laid in Ajhes by a caſual Fire. In a few Years the Duvelling- 
 #7ouſes were repaired, and re-edified ; but the Churches were left to 
fak into Oblivion under their own Ruins. After the coming in of 
the Normans, the Town, and adjacent Counties, ſuffer 'd great Cala- 
miities, eſpecially in thoſe Tears, when all England was in a Flame 
by the Barons lil ars. In theſe Times the City was plundered by Prince 


| Fdward, the Son of King Henry the Third; we may ſuppoſe that the | 


Ocrcaſion of their falling into this Calamity was, the Citizens ſtre- 
nous Attachment to the Cauſe of Liberty, and their cloſe Adherence io 
_ Gilbert-de-Clare, Earl of Glouceſter, 4 very excellent Perſon, who = 
wvas at the Head of the Confederacy amongſt the diſguſted Barons, and 
other Male-contents, who would not ſubmit to the King's arbitrary 
_ Government, vigorouſly oppos d his deſpotict Power, and, as good 
Patriots, with their Lives and Fortunes eſpcuſed the Cauſe of Liberty 
and Property. I am nat certain, whether it was before or after the 
great Fight at Lewes in Suffex, this happen'd to the Glouceſtrians : 
The Confederate Army of the Barons got there a compleat Victory over 
the Reoyalifts ; T hey teik the King of England, the King of the Ro- 
mans, 


FF WH E FACE. Vit 
mans, and Prince Edward Priſoners. Give me Leave to make a 
ſhort Reflection on the Diftraftions of thoſe Times. Tho" they were 
very grievous, yet at laſt they were attended with a defired Iſſue : 
The Liberties and Properties we ſtill enjoy at this Day, are owing 
(next to God's Providence) to the Courage, Reſolution, and Magna- 
nimity of thaſe Noble Patriots. Tf the Barons of thoſe Days had been 
more Paſſroe, it may very juſtly be ſuppoſed, that the two Charters 
of King John had been buried in eternal Oblivion, and our MAGNA 
CHARTA had never been ſign'd by his Son King Henry, which is 
now the Baſis and Foundation of our Peace and Welfare. It is @ 
Fence to the Sovereign's Prerogatives, as well as a Guard to the Sub- 
jects Liberties and Properties. Any Prince that is ſo viciouſly inclin'd 
as to make his Luſts the Meaſure of his Government, or ſo weak as to 
be wholly influenced by his Minions and Sycophants, to take any Steps 
that would make Breaches in the Grand Charter, doth but pave the 
May to his own Ruin, as ſeveral of the ancient Kings did, who 
firetched the Prerogative-Royal beyond the Bounds preſcribed by the 
| Laws of the Land. This was the = F an unfortunate Prince, 
who about 60 Years ago aſcended the Throne without any Oppoſition ;; 
yet by his Male- Adminiſtration, and haſiy Eſſays to alter the Conſti- 
tution in Church and State, was fain to abdicaie the ſame in a few 
Tears after. The Glouceſter is one of the neib-erected Biſhopricks 
by King Henry the Eighth, who rais'd it upon the Ruins of the Mo- 
naſtery of St. Peter, conſtituting therein a Chapter of a Dean and 
fox Prebendaries : Jet that Glouceſter was a Biſhop's See in the Time 
of the Britons ſeems very probable, becauſe the Biſhop's Style does occur 
in the Synodical Acts of thoſe elder Times, by the Name of Cleven- 
ces, agreeable to Clevid, the Britiſh Name of it. I have obſerv'd 
in the Fiall-I/indow of the Biſhop's Palace, in antique Characters, 
UIldadus Epiſcopus Gloceſtrenſis CCCCXC. 


| Some Hiſtorians {9 that Theonus was tranſlated from Glouceſter ts 
London in the Year 553. As to the Certainty of this, I ſhall ſuſ- 
pend my Opinion. ß wo wy Toſs 


17s Cathedral was built by Alfred Archbiſhop of York, and 
Biſbop of Worceſter, and afterwards ſo repair d and beautified by 
ſeveral Abbots, that it is to this Day one of the faireſt Fabricks of 
this Realm. The Tower is ſo neat and curious, that ſeveral Travel- 
lers have affirm'd it to be one of the beſt Pieces of Architecture in 
England. Abbot Seabroke, the firſt Deſigner of it, dying befere 
its Accompliſhment, left it to the Gare of Robert Tully, a Monk of 
| 17 5 1 


viii e 
this Place; which is intimatcd in that Diſtich of Verſes, written in 
Black Leiters, under the Arch of the Tower in the Chair. 


Hoc quod digeſtum Specularis Opuſque Politum 
Tullij hæc ex onere Seabroke Abbate jubente. 


THE College of Glouceſter hath exhibited Things pleaſing to the 
Eye and Ear, which Travellers admir' d, and the Inhabitants gloried 
in. The Works of Art, and the Monuments of Antiquity, were 
pleaſing to the Eye. Of late this ecular Pleaſure is heightened, by the 
| Addition of ſome curious modern Works of Art, at the great Expence 

of the Right Reverend the preſent Biſhop of this Dioceſe. Theſe 

orks are very viſible to all that enter the Choir: On the Frontiſpiece 

_ are written in Golden Letters, N e | 


MARTINUS EPISCOPUS Fecit 1741, &c: 


BUT that which charm'd the Ear, and afforded auricular Plea- 
ſure, were the College-Chimes ; their Notes, and Time, were true, 
regular, and exact; the Verſes, to which the Tune was affix'd, were 
compoſed with great Skill, Judgment, and Savour of Piety. Forty 
Tears ago, when I was a Sojourner in this City, (as I am at preſent) 
every Time I heard the Chimes, they brought the Verſes ts my Mind, 
which repreſented the Swiftneſs of Time, the Brevity and Frailty of 
Life, the Certainty and Suddennefſs of Death, the Neceſſity and Ad- 
vantage of being always on our Watch, that we might not be ſurpri- 
fed by it, in an unprepared State and Frame : This render d me move 
ſerious in my Meditations en thoſe important Subjefts, and more ele- 
wated in my Contemplations of another and future State. But Alarms 
zo War iſſuing forth from the Church, make the reverſe Impreſſion on 
the Mind; tis ungrateful to the Ear, puts the Paſſions into a Ruffle 
and Fermentation, and very irregular Commotions, as it repreſents ſuch 
State of Wrath, Rage, and Deſires of Revenge, as are moſt diſa- 
greeable to the Peace and Proſperity of the Chriſtian Church, and 
moſſ oppoſite to the Goſpel- State of Peace and Tranquility, when Na- 
tion ſhall not lift up Sword againſt Nation, neither ſhall they learn 
War any more. As Mar is a moſt terrible State of Life, ſo Calls 
and Alarms to War, tho never ſo ſoft and gentle, cannot be grateful 
to the Ear, and, as they proceed from the Church, moſt incongruous ; 
wwe ought to conſider it in that Light the Holy Scriptures repreſent it, 
Iſa. ix. 5. Every Battle of the Warriour is with confuſed Noiſe, 
and Garments roll'd in Blood. ars, together with their direful 
Concomitants, and maſt diſmal Conſequences, as Famine, Peſtilence, 
15 and 
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Siberties and Properties. 


P R EF A C F. ix 
and Death, are ſome of the moſt ſevere Judgments of Heaven, that 
are of hind on 8 18 20 1 which 

ments tue ſbou d devoutly 9 From Battle and Murder, 
and from ſudden Death, good Lord deliver us. Let us liketui ſe 
pray, that God would ſcatter the People that delight in War, Pſa. 

Xviti. 30. Thoſe are loft to all ſacred Principles of Humanity, as 
well as Chriſtianity, that can delight in War and Bloodjbed, or in 


'- any Calls to Arms, or Excitements thereunto, eſpecially in Times of 


Peace and Tranquility : If they do, they may expect, ſooner or later, 


to have enough of it, Ifa. xxxiii. 1. Rev. xili. 10. it wou'd be an 


univerſal Satisfaftion to the Inhabitants of the City, the Sojourners 


therein, and others, to have the old Chime Tune reſtored, &c. I beg 
oe Excuſe, Gentlemen, for this Digreſſion. I. ſball now return to 


#he Story of the Britons, who, after the Departure of the Romans, 
had no long peaceable Enjoyment of their ancient Domains, Poſſeſſions | 


und Inheritances, by reaſon of inteſtine Broils and Diviſions between | 
their own Princes, which gave an Opportunity and Advantage to their 
Enemies againſt them; and being much harraſs'd and diſtreſs'd by 

| Them, they invited over the Saxons, to oppoſe the Incurfions of the 
PiQts and Scots; who after they had ſerv'd them for ſome Time as 
Allies, Friends, Servants, and Auxiliaries, ſeem'd apy 6 isfied with 


the flipulated Rewards for their Services; and what through Luft of 


Power, Thirft after Wealth, and the Gratification of their Ambition, 
they turn d their Swords againſt the Britohis, and after many hard 
Struggles, and bloody Battles, they became their Viftors : So that in 
| Proceſs of Time Cieaulin, King of the Weſt-Saxons, fort wok this 
City by Force of Arms from the 
Feil under the Juri ſdiction of the Mercians, and was for many Years 
A flouriſhing State. It has from ancient Times given Titles of Ho- 


itons, in the Year 5703 then it 


nour to Branches of the Royal Family, and enjoyed greater Privileges 


than it does at preſent. King John made it a Borough, King 


the Third (who was Crown'd here) made it a Corporation, 


| Hem 
e 5 Richard the Third, who had been Duke of Glouceſter, 
Cave it his Sword, and Cap of Maintenance, added the two adjacent 
Hundreds to it, and made it a County of itſelf, which is called The 
County of the City of Glouceſter. Mn. Oo ne oo 


IN the loſt Century, in the Time of the Civil Wars, it became 


very famous in holding out a Siege againſt the King's Forces, under 


the Direction and Conduct of their truly Heroic Governor Col. Maſly, 
who had eſpouſed the Country's Intereſt (ſo much now tall d Y. ) againſt 
the Encroachments of the Sqvereign's Preragative tepon the 


4 1 


Subjects 


x PREFACE 


rr mw Days before the King and his Army encamp'd Before Briſtol, 
rri TYE conſiſted (as . ſays) of 250g Foot, and a Regi- 
orſe and Dragoons ; Nathaniel Fiennes, à good Stateſman, 
Wi a 70 4. oldier, was the Governor: The Sequel of the Story will 
prove, that a clear Head, and a courageous Heart, are not inſepa- 
rable AdjunQts in one Subject. In three Days Time the Governor ca- 
pitulated; but the Capitulation was ill obſerved by the King's Sol- 
diers, "who, after they had Po 25 ion, ftripp'd thoſe of the Garriſon, 4 
and were very rude. After this, the Governor was try'd by a Coun- 
cil of War, and he andy to die, E, or his cowardly 7 
the City; but was repriev'd by by the Earl of Eſſex, "nd ſpent 
Reſidue o £4 his Days in Exile. The King and his Army, fluſh'd with 
the Facility of their Succeſs, reſolu'd to of ge Glouceſter ; imagin- 
ing alſo, that the Report of Briſtol's Surrender wou'd infuſe Timi- 
 dity into the Governor and Garriſon's Hearts at Glouceſter ; but they 
were greatly out in their Conjeftures. The Governor and Garri on 
_. exerted themſelves with the greater Courage and Reſolution. The 
King came before Glouceſter, Aug. 10, with 8000 Men, Horſe and 


5 Foot, and immediately order d the Approaches to be made; but they 


met with a warm Reception: The Garriſon, during the Sieve, made 


Frequent Sallies, and fore d their Enemies to keep their Diſtance. J 
The Account which Ruſhworth gives F the Garriſon is, that Horſe, = 
Foot, and Train'd Bands, exceeded not 1400; that about forty or 


fifty Barrels of Powder, at moſt, were all their Store, and a few 
 flender Artillery, The 26th of Auguſt, the Earl of Eſſex ſet out 
From London with his Army to relieve the Beſceged, and in a few 
Days made his Appearance on Preſtbury-Hills, in Sight of the King's 
Arm; which put them in a great Conſternation. They roſe the bare, 
clapp'd up their Tents, and off they went in a great Hurry and 
Fright before the next Morning. When Eſſex came with his Forces 
to the City, he found the Garriſon reduc'd to one Barrel of Powder, 
and no better — in any other Reſpetts, After the Reftauration, 
the two Hundreds were taken from it, the Walli E, to the Founda- 
tion, and the Gates of the City carried off ; the Inhabitants left 
without any human or Y 2 Defence, beſides that which ariſes 
from their own V. alour and Virtue: The ow my — retain to lateſt 
Ages 


enen Your being Magiſtrates of hk a Gig, tho it is 
an Honour, it is but Titular ; but your juſt and impartial Manage- 
ment of the City's Affairs, without being byaſs'd by Faucur, Fear, or 
Aﬀection, wou'd be to your real and immortal Honour. The 2 
ene 


PREFACE A 
Benefactious, Legacies and Donations, given and bequeathed towards 
defraying the annual Charges of the ſeveral Hoſpitals, Schools, Work- 
houſes, and for the Encouragement of young Tradeſmen, and for put- 
ting out poor Children Apprentices, &c. Theſe are Concernments of 
ſuch Importance, that require the cloſeſt Application, invincible 
Honeſty, unbyaſs'd Impartiality, and a moſt fleady Integrity, in the 
right Diſcharge of your reſpectiue Truſts. I _ eee (to your 
Praiſe) that Mobs and Riots, which have been attended with ill Con- 
ſequences in many other Places in the Nation of late Years, have (in 
a great Meaſure) through your Prudence, Vigilance, and good Ma- 
nagement, been prevented here, and a great deal of Peace and Tran- 
quility enjoy d. This Obſervation (Gentlemen) induc d me to dedi- 
cate the enſuing Diſcourſe to your Patronage, Peruſal, and Improve- 
ment. May you always ſtudy to maintain reciprocal Love, and cloſe 
Unity among your ſelves, cultivate Friendſhip, and encourage and aſ- 
| fift one another in the Diſcharge 14 your good Offices, for the Benefit 
of your Fellow-Citizens ; remen n- 
truſted with, ought to be exerted for the Protection of the Injured, 
and not for he Oppreſſion of the Innocent, for the Relief of the Diſ= 
treſſed, for the Suppreſſion of Immorality and Prophaneneſs, and the 
Correttion of refractory Criminals, . 5 


MAY you always, with the greateſt Fidelity, labour to approve 


4 your ſelves to God, to your Fellow-Citizens, and to your own Conſciences, 


in the Diſcharge of your reſpective Truſts, that hereafter you may 


' review your paſt and wiſe Managements with Pleaſure, and reflect on 


your goed ConduZt with Delight ; and this you'll do, when you have 
done juſtly, lov'd Mercy, and walk'd humbly with your God. 


BUT notwithſtanding all this, when you have acted with the 

greateſt Integrity, Impartiality, and Caution, in the Affairs under your 
gement, you muſt not expect to fland clear from Calumnies and 
Aſperſions, the Inuectives of the Envious, the Cenſures of the Mali- 
crous, and Clamours of the Di ſcontented, who are always byaſs'd by 


| Self-Efteem, and prejudic'd in their own Favour. Such Treatment 


you muſt expect to meet with, and therefore you ſhould prepare for, and 
reſolve to bear it, with the greateſt Equanimity, Patience, and Forti- 
tude, And let the whole Tenour of your Lives manifeſt you to be 
Fellow-Citizens with the Saints and of the Houſhold of GO D. 

THESE, GENTLEMEN, are the ſincere Wiſhes of 
Your real Friend, and moſt humble Servant, 


T. JONES. 


ing that the Power you are en- 
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ROM. xi. V. 4. 


For he is the Miniſter of God to 


thee for Good, &c. 


T is the peculiar Excellency of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, that it has a Tendency to 
improve Moral Virtue, to regulate and 


| ſubdue the boiſterous Paſſions of the Mind, and 

bring them under the Government of Reaſon 
and Religion : Upon ſome it has the deſired Ef. 
fect, in rendering them ſober, temperate, peace- 


able, juſt and charitable. But as to. many 


others whofe irregular Paſſions prove exorbi- 


tant, and not confin'd within the ſacred Pre- 
cincts of Religion, in order to reſtrain them 
from running into thoſe Exceſſes of Vice and 
Profaneſs, which would prove their immature, 
but certain and ſhameful Ruin, it pleaſed the 


Almighty God, the ſole and abſolute Sove- 
reign of the World, who is the God of Order, 


to inſtitute Government in human Socteties and 
Communities, for the ſecuring the Peace, Wel- 
fare, and Happineſs of Mankind. Civil Go- 


vernment is of Divine Inſtitution, and all thoſe 
Succeſſions of Perſons, who are entruſted with 


the Adminiſtration, receive their Commiſſion for 
Governing, and Qualifications for Government, 
from the Favour of Divine Providence, For 

there 


(6) 


. there is no Power but of God, the Powers that be 


are ordained of God. And therefore we are obli- 


ged modeſtly to ſubmit to our Superiours, and 


chearfully to condeſcend to our Inferiours, in 


_ thoſe reſpective Societies, of which we are 
Members. Magiſtrates are (in the Legal Exer- 
cCiſe of their Office) God's Vicegerents, not to 


domineer, and gratify their own imperious 


Wills, but to ſecure and promote the Publick 
Good: For this End they derive their Autho- 


rity from God, who is the Fountain of Autho- 


rity, to whom they are accountable for their 


Good, or Bad Adminiſtration. It is certain 
that the Higheſt Powers, which are ordained of 


God, are only the Lawful Powers; we muſt. 


not look on Uſurpers, as ſuch : *T'was the Say- 


Dr. Bur- 
Novemb. 5, 
. 


ing of a great Caſuiſt. If the Law creates 


the Prerogative, and the Execution of the 


« Law, is the only lawful Exerciſe of it, then 


« a Prince who ſuperſedes the Law, and acts 


nin Defiance to it, becomes plainly an Uſur- 


de per.” To reſiſt ſuch an One, is not only 


_ lawful, but our Duty; it is the Legal only, 
and not Uſurping Powers, that may not law- 


fully be reſiſted. For he that reſiſteth that 


Power that is of God, reſiſtetb the Ordinance of 


God. Where Reſiſting implies not only that 
violent Oppoſition by Force of Arms, which 


Bp. of Ox- 


<« jn the Conſtruction of human Laws is Re- 


ford Coro- c bellion, but all that Repining and Murmur- 


mon, Or. 
31, 1727. 


ing, that Contradiction and Averſeneſs of 
«© what Kind ſoever which is inconſiſtent 
« with the hearty and chearful Subjection to 
the higher Powers, in this and other Places 
« of Scripture enjoin'd: The Reaſon is, For 
« Rulers are not a Terror to good Works, but 
<« to the evil,” A good Magiſtrate countenan- 
ces and encourages that which is good, — 
| an 


1 


and corrects that which is evil. For be is the 
Miniſter of God to thee for Good. Here's a two- 
fold Argument us'd, to enferce legal and limit- 


ed Subjection and Obedience to the Higher 
3 


He is the Mi nifter of Cod, whoſe Right 
| al Authority to appoint Magiſtrates is indiſ- 
putable : He who is the Creator muſt needs be 
the Governour of the — He putteth down 
one, and liftetb up . bim Kings reign, 
and Princes decree Fuſtice. E Pillars of the 
Earth are the Lord's. Tho they are our Sove- 
reigns, they are his Subjects, and accountable 
to him for the Management of their Power and 
Authority. We _ alſo with the greateſt 
| Readineſs and Chearfulneſs, to yield Subjection 
and Obedience to them, ho = 
2. Tax Intention of God in their Inſtitution 
is the Good of Mankind. He is the Miniſter of 
God to thee for Good. He is to be a Terror only 
to evil Works and Evil-workers, but a Praiſe and 
Protection to them that do well, that are ſober, 
virtuous, and 6 cath in their Practice, keeping 
within the Boundaries of their Duty. All Power 
is of God; but the Uſurpation and Abuſe of 
Power is of the Devil, whom with his Agents 
we ought ſtedfaſtly to reſiſt. If Princes prove 
Tyrants, oppreſs their Subjects, deprive them 
of Liberty and Property, perſecute them on 
the Account of their Religion, and ſet up their 
own Wills for Law, Sic volo, fic jubeo; that 


| 7 Bow down that we may go over ,, the Law I. 51. 23. 


God engraven in our Natures, obliges us to 
ſtand on our own Defence: The Law of Self- 
Preſervation is prior to all other poſitive Laws, 
and not to be departed from, unleſs it be upon 
honourable Terms, and to anſwer ſome valu- 
able — upon ſuch an Account our Lives 


Joou'd 


(8) 


Adds 20. 24. ſpou d not be dear to ourſelves. It is inconſiſtent 


Ads 5. 2 


with the Honour. and Bravery of a true Chri- 
ſtian to ſhew the leaſt laviſh Obſequiouſneſs to 
any illegal Power, uſurped. Authority, or un- 


Commands, in any thing ſinful, unreaſon- 


— baſe or diſhonourable. Herein we ought 
_ follow the Apoſtle*s Advice, 10 obey God ra- 
” ther than Man. But the Commands of :Magi- 


ſtrates that are conſonant to the Divine Com- 
mands ought to be obeyed, without Heſitation 


or any Evaſion. 


THIS Propoſition being ſufficiently proved, 
That Magiſtracy is of Divine Inſtitution ; I 
ſhall, in the Progreſs of my Diſcourſe on this 


Subject, manifeſt and Prove, 


1. Fi "ſt, Trax the Deſign of. Divine Provi- 
_ dence. in the Inſtitution of Magiſtracy, 


ought to be conform'd unto, and complied 
with by thoſe who are advanced to that 
Office to hold the Sword of * | 


their Hands. 


II. Secondly, THAT the Duty of Subjects is 
peaceably to ſubmit to their Legal Com- 
mands, in every thing conducive to the 


Publick Good. mans d way of Inference, 1 


hall conſider, 


: UI. Thirdly, Wnar a great Benefit and 


Bleſſing good Magiſtrates are to their 


Country, and our Happineſs in having 


ſuch among us. — And further conſider, 


IV. Fourthly, Taz Dark and Diſmal Caſe of 1 
thoſe People who live under an Arbitrary 


Government. And laſtly ſhew you, 


V. Fifthly, Wuar is the incumbent Duty of 


all that are Well-wiſhers to our happy 
Conſtitution both in Church and State. 


I. Firſt, 


— » 


I. Firſt, Tnar the Deſign of Divine Provi- 
dence in the Inſtitution of Magiſtracy ought to 
be conform'd unto, and complied with by thoſe ' 
who are advanced unto that Office, to hold the 

Sword of Juſtice in their Hands ; which is a 

Defenſive and Offenſive Weapon, and ſhould. 
be drawn for the Defence and Vindication of 
Oppreſſed Innocency, and for the Correction 
of Vice, Immorality and Profaneſs, Magi- 
ſtrates ſhould not be a Terror to good Works, but 
to the evil. They can never more reſemble the 
Divine Majeſty, than by the due Adminiſtration 
of Acts of Juſtice; their Power may render 
them terrible to their Inferiours or Vaſſals; but 
Acts of Juſtice, Clemency, and Mercy, ren- 
der them amiable, uſeful, and greatly beloved. 
All ſubordinate M agiſtrates acting by Deputa- 
tion and Commiſſion from the Higher Powers, 
are under the ſame Obligations to act in their 
ſeveral Stations with ſtrict Regard to Juſtice and 
Equity; they are all equally ordained of God, 
their Authority the Ordinance of God, and 
they themſelves the Miniſters of God. And 
more eſpecially thoſe Learned Perſons in the 
Law, who are dignified and entruſted with the 
Commiſſion of OrER and TERMIN ER, and 
whoſe Office *tis to adminiſter Juſtice with the. 
greateſt Ty, ought to be Perſons of 
the greateſt Integrity, moſt nicely juſt, and 
exact, in anſwering the End of their Inſtitution 
and Commiſſion. So likewiſe thoſe Advocates 
and Council learned in the Law, who make the 
Study of the Law their chief Profeſſion, ſhou'd 
with the greateſt Clearneſs, Truth and Sinceri- 
Ty, diſcover to their Clients wherein the Good-. 
neſs or Badneſs of their CA us E appears; if 
bad, not to encourage them in their Suit, nor 
* B engage 


7 
engage or attempt to maintain it by Rhetorical 
Strains, and Flouriſhes of Wit and Eloquence. | 
To gild, brighten and burniſh a dark and 
wicked Cauſe, or to cloud and embarraſs a. 
good one by Sophiſtical Arguments and falla- 
cious Subtilties, to baffle and confound Wit- 
nedſſes, to invalidate the Force of their Evi- 
_ dence, in order to give a wrong Turn to the | 
Merits of a juſt Cauſe, is a palpable Violation 
of the ſacred Rules of Reaſon and Religion, | 
and nothing can more blacken the Character, 
and lower the Eſteem of Perſons, than their 
eſpouſing and maintaining a bad Cauſe, to the | 
Perverſion and Prejudice of Juſtice and Equi- 
ty. To endeavour to elude Right and Proper- | 
ty by wreſting and warping the Laws, putting 


them upon the Rack, and torturing them with 


the Eyes of the Wiſe, and pervert the Words of 


falſe Gloſſes, new-invented Diſtinctions, and 
ſtrain'd Explications, in order to make them | 
_ confeſs what they are ignorant of, and Stran- | 
gers unto 3 This is a direct Violation of that 
Divine Precept in Deut. 16. 18, 19. They ſhall | 


= judge the People with juſt Judgment. Thou ſhalt | 


not wreſt Judgment, thou ſhalt not reſpect Per- 
ſons, neither take a Gift, for @ Gift doth blind 


' the Righteous. That which is altogether juſt ſhalt 
thou follow. Judges are to proceed in all con- 
troverted Caſes according to the Direction of 
the Law, the cleareſt Evidence of the Fact, 
and the Light and Conviction of their own | 
Conſcience, that the Evidence is not byaſs'd, 
and cotrupted, but impartial and clear. But | 
if Jurors and Witneſſes be ſo far corrupted and 
abandoned, as to be guilty of Perjury, to break | 
through the moſt Sacred of all Bonds, the 
Bencn is free from the Imputation. A good 
_ Cauſe not rightly managed, or ſkilfully 1 | 
| | Ob. | ca, 


conſider in the next Place, 


( rx 
ed, may be born down by the Subtilty and 
Craft of its violent Opponents. As our Laws 


are deſign'd to protect Innocency, to guard 


Right and Property, it is to be greatly lament- 
ed that any Artful Perſons, by their falſe Gloſ- 
fes, and malicious Innuendo's, ſhould repreſent 


the Innocent as Criminal, or the Criminal as In- 
nocent. Indeed the Caſe of thoſe who are real 
_ Offenders is to be pitied, and fo far eſpouſed, as 
to have a Motion in their Favour allowed of, 
for the Mitigation of the Rigour of the Law 
towards them, and that only in ſuch Reſpects, 
wherein no aggravating Circumſtances of their 
Crimes do juſtly require its Severity. It would 
be very commendable (becauſe the Barbarities 
frequently acted render it needful) that our Le- 


giſlature in their great Wiſdom, wou'd enact 


ſuch Laws, as would inflict ſome ſevere Puniſh- 
ments on thoſe inhuman barbarous Wretches, 

who not only rob People of their Effects, but 
alſo abuſe, beat, wound, torture or murder 
them. Theſe previous Severities to their Exe- 

cution, might b 


ring them to reflect with Sor- 
row upon their Barbarities, lead them to Re- 


| ES in order to Remiſſion; and it would 


a Warning to others not to act ſo Tragical- 


ly: Differences in Crimes ſhould meet with dif- 
ferent Puniſhments ; the Gentleneſs or Severity 
of the Puniſhment ſhould be adapted to the 


Nature of the Crime committed. We ſhall _ 


II. Secondly, Thar the Duty of Subjects to 
their Magiſtrates is peaceably to ſubmit to their 
Legal Commands, in every Thing conducive 
to the Publick Good. Let every Soul be ſubject 


to the Higher Powers, for there is no Power but 


of God. — Submit yourſelves to every Ordinance pet. 2.13% 


B 2 ps 
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of Man for the Lord's ſake, whether it be to the 
King as Supream, or unto Governors as ſent by 
bim, for ſo is the Will of God. Since the ſole 
End, the main and chief Concern of all go- 
verning Power, 1s to conſult the Good of hu- 
man Society, by reſtraining Violence and Op- 
preſſion, Fporetia all Immoralities and 
Tumults, maintaining Peace, Virtue, and 
good Order, acting agreeably to the End of 
their Inſtitution, in promoting the Happineſs 

and Good of human Society, not advancing 
the Prerogative and Supremacy upon the Ruin 
of the Subjects Liberties and Properties, but in 
all their Adminiſtrations are juſt and merciful, 
wiſe and good; To ſuch the juſt Tribute 
of Veneration, Homage and Duty, 1s owing. 
Our Religion enjoins us the Duties of Sub- 
miſſion, Obedience and Non-Refiſtance, whe- 
ther it be to the Supreme or Subordinate Magi- 
ſtrates that act agreeably to the Divine Will, 
and truly anſwer the End of their Inſtitution, in 
promoting the Publick Good, protecting the 
Honeſt and Peaceable in the Poſſeiion of their 
Rights and Properties, and reſtraining and pu- 
niſhing Violence and Diſorder. For Rulers and 
 Governours are not a Terror to good Works but 
10 the evil. They are Puniſhers and Avengers of 
all Practices deſtructive to Society; they con- 
cern not themſelves with the Offenders Prin- 
ciples within, but they puniſh him for his out- 
ward Action, to ternfy him and others from 
ſuch evil Practices for the future, as are deſtruc- 
tive to the Civil Happineſs of Societies. Bur if 
Governors ſhould have no Regard to the good 
End of their Inſtitation, but run into the re- 
verſe Meaſures, by countenancing Vice, Vio- 
lence, and Oppreſſion, invading the Rights and 
Properties of their Subjects, bringing r 
| | chem 


every Mana 


Do 4a} 
them all manner of Miſeries, and publick Ca- 
laamities; a Paſſive Obedience and Submiſſion 

to the Wills of ſuch Tyrants and Oppreſſors, 


| wou'd be the greateſt Oppoſition to the Will of 


| God, and a laviſh Violation of the powerful 


Law of Self-Preſervation. The Great GOD 
| Who is the Sovereign Protector of Right, who 
together with Life, gives a natural Love to it, 
and Means to _— it, hath alſo imparted to 


ight to defend his Life, with its 
neceſſary Supports againſt all umuſt, extreme 


| and ine vitae Vidkence, Subthifion to che 


Wills, and illegal Commands of ſuch Gover- 


nours that anſwer not the End of their Inſtitu- 


tion, is ſo far from being a Virtue, that it would 
be an heinous Crime; for thereby we ſhould 


Publick Peace, Intereſt, and Welfare of our 


render ourſelves acceſſary to the Ruin of the 


Fellow - Subjects. It is a Reproach to all Reli- 
gion, and eſpecially to Chriſtians, to aſſert an 


Obedience to any human Authority without Re- 


ſerves; that would be an open preferring the 


Creature to the Creator God Bleſſed for ever. 


The Doctrine of Paſſive Obedience, and Non- 


| Reſiſtance without Reſerves, has of late Years 


lain dormant, and is like to continue ſo, until 


| Tome favourable Criſis appear to rouſe it up, to 


ſerve ſome ſiniſter Purpoſe, no leſs prejudicial 
to our preſent happy Eſtabliſhment, than to 


our Rights and Privileges as Proteſtants. Our 

Religion enjoins us to render unto all their Due; p 

Tribute to whom Tribute, Cuſtom to whom Cuſtom, 
| Fear to whom Fear, Honour to whom Honour is 
due. It was our bleſſed Saviour's poſitive Com- 


mand to render to Cæſar the things that are C2- Mar. 22.2 


ſar g. Subjects are bound to render to Prin- 


Dr. Bur- 


„ ces only their Due, or that which 1s zheirs, ners Serm. 
cdi. e.) the Rights which are veſted in them 
3 | | « by 


May 29, © 


1710. 
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« by Law, Cuſtom, and Conſtitution, and 


« no more; and if we are only bound to ren- 
« der them that which is zbeirs, then if they 
„ ſhould demand that which is not theirs, but 
« js by the moſt _— Proviſions that are 
<« poſſible ſtill ours, ſuch as the Liberty of our 


«© Perſon, the Property of our Eſtate, and the 

„ Obſervance of our Laws, we are certainly | 
e not bound to render theſe, becauſe in a Con- 
* ſtitution like ours, no Prince can ſay they | 
« are his: We may preſerve them, as from 
„ Robbers, ſo from all illegal and violent In- 
* vaſions.“ Warrants and Commiſſions in 
ſuch Caſes are null and void of themſelves. 
We ſhould chearfully contribute towards the 
Supply of the publick Exigencies. Tributes 
and Publick Payments are heirs when made ſo 
by Law. And altho* the Burthen ſometimes 
may be heavy, yet this Conſideration, that no- 
ting is impoſed upon us by Violence and Farce, 
but given by ourſelves; the Acts of our Repre- 
ſentatives in Parliament are our own Acts, and 
ſhou'd excite our Readineſs in Payment. Prin- 
ces alſo, as they are Temporal Powers, have no 
Authority to interpret the Sacred Scriptures, 
or to order the Miniſters of the Goſpel what 
they ſhall receive as the Will of Chriſt, and 
what Doctrines they muſt preach, or what 


in the Church, were of different Sentiments in 


Aniwer to in Matters purely of a Religious Nature, 


the Repre- «© the State has no Right to impoſe Penal 
ſentation, 


P. 160. 


e Laws;” If they had, then they would have 
Power to impoſe Forms and Ceremonies. 


Whatever directly affects the Happineſs of Pub- 
lick Societies, and is within the Power of the 
Magi- 


many Points, yet herein they agreed, . That 


= 


Forms they muſt uſe, or join in. Altho' Dr. 
Hoadly and Dr. Sherlock, now dignified Perſons 


* 
on 


0 


1 


t 
* 
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Magiſtrate, is likewiſe within his Care. But 


his Power cannot reach any farther than out- 
ward Actions; and cannot bear any Part in 


| making any Man's Actions or Profeſſions to be 


Religious Actions or Profeſſions, becauſe that 


depends entirely upon the oy of Faith, 
e 


from whence they flow. To uſe Compulſion 
in Points of Religion is the ready Way to make 


Huy pocrites, but not Converts. Beſides, theſe 
| Methods are ſo far from being adapted to the 


pretended End, that they are likely to have a 


E quite contrary Effect, to prejudice Men againſt 


ſuch a Religion that allows (much more if it 


enjoins) Penalties in order to force Men to it, 
br at leaſt to the Profeſſion of it, whether they 
embrace it in their Hearts or no. Dr. Stilling- ,, Pr. Seil. 
| fleet, who was a Star of the firſt Magnitude, hes. P. 62, 


and a bright Ornament to our Eſtabliſhed 64, 295. 
Church, lays it down as his Opinion, That 
„ nothing ſhould be impoſed as neceſſary, but 
4 what 1s clearly revealed in the ord of : 
* God. This (ſaid be) there is the higheſt 
% Reaſon and CIT for, ſince none can have 
Command immediately over Conſcience but 
4 God himſelf. Therefore no Mulcts, Fines, 
& or Penalties ſhould be inflicted on ſuch who 
“ only Diſſent from the Uſe of ſome Things 
ce whoſe Lawfulneſs they at preſent ſcruple. - 
* There is no Law of Chriſt abſolutely com- 
* manding one Form, and forbidding all others. 


% When Religion is clogg'd with Ceremonies, Page 67 


„ they eat out the Heart, Heat, Life and Vi- 
„ gour of Chriſtianity, Chriſt's Religion (ſaid 


c he) is a plain, ſimple, and eaſy Thing; 

« Chriſt commends his Yoke to us by the Eaſi- 
«© neſs of it, and his Burthen by the Lightneſs 
of it.” The Magiſtrate has no Right to 
perſecute Men for Conſcience, but to prove 
them, 


6260 


them, who being good Subjects, though of 


different 2 in Religion, from the 

f Bigots and Perſecutors. God 
agfiecrs cc will one Day convince Men, that the Union 
Hen. d of the Church lies more in the Unity of 


Dr. Sil. Violence © 


Faith and Affection, than in the Uniformity 
* of doubtful Rites and Ceremonies. To 


Hale of « charge the Churches and Liturgies with 


«© Things unneceſſary (though under the Name 
* of Decency and Order) was the firſt Begin- 


ning of all Superſtition.”* Let us endeavour to 
keep the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace; 


which Unity conſiſts not in one Sett of 


Thoughts, in one Way of Thinking, or in one 
and the ſame Mode or Manner of Worſhip, 


but in recipracal Love and Charity, more eſpe- 


cially to all our Fellow-Chriſtians, who own one 
Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm, one God and Fa- 
ther of all, who is above all, and thro* and in us © 
all. A firm Belief thereof, and a Practice ſuit- 

able thereto, is the 9 Bond of Peace. 


By Way of Inference, I ſhall conſider, 


III. Thirdly, Wnar a great Benefit and 


is 
* 
* 
* 
0 
> 
5 
; 
. 
ba 
1 


Bleſſing good Magiſtrates are to their Country, 


and our Happineſs in having ſuch among us. 


It is owing to the diſtinguiſhing Goodneſs of 


| God to us, that we live not in a Land, or at 


15. 59. 14. leaſt not in an Age, where Judgment is turned 


| away backward, and Fuſtice ftandeth afar . 


Truth fallen in the Street, and Equity cannot en- 
ter. We live under a Conſtitution well-temper'd 
with Juſtice and Mercy; our Magiſtrates for 
the moſt Part are well choſen, Gentlemen of 
| Morals, and of Catholick, Charitable 
their Good-temper, great Moderation, approv'd 
Integrity and Loyalty, are Patrons and 2 
tectors 


rinciples, and many of them remarkable for 
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Diſtreſſed. Mercy and Truth preſerve the Ki 
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| teftors of Right, but Puniſhers and Avengers 
of Wrong. In the general, we may ſay that 


Juſt ice is duly adminiſtred, the Current of it 
d by Partiality, Fear, Favour or 
ffection; Judgment runs doton as Waters, and 


Acts of diſtributive Juſtice more impartially 
perform'd, publick Rewards and Encoutage- 


ments given for the moſt part to the Virtuous, 


and Poſts of Preferment to Men of Capacity 


and Merit, neceſſary and delerved Puniſhments 
inflicted on the Rebellious and Diſobedient, and 
| | Clemency and Favour ſhew d to the Injured and 
8 


. 


d by a Modern Poet, that 


With Rays above the reſt; 
Where Laws and Liberties combine, 
To make the Nation bleſl, 


and his Throne is upbolden by Mercy. It was in- ? 
5 | geniouſly remark 


: The Crowns of Britiſh Princes ſhine; 


Amos 3. 


Righteouſneſs as a mighty Stream. When were ++ 


Prov. 29; | 


There is indeed an unavoidable Inconvenieti- 


cy attending a State of Sovereignty, that — 
are under a Neceſſity of ſeeing and hearing 


with other People's Eyes and Ears; and hence 


it is that they are ſo much under the Influence 


of the Miniſtry. We may often obſerve, when 


i Poſt of Truſt and Honour becomes vacant, 


there may be two or more Candidates that 


make Intereſt for it; but if a Prime Miniſter 


other by virtue of his Merits and Qualifications, 
might claim the Precedency. Therefore the 
Penetration and Impartiality of Princes ſhould 


not always be impeached or cenſured, when 


ſame are preferr'd above their Deſerts, and 


of State throws his Favour into one Scale f 
the Ballance, that will bear it down; fo that 
ore Perſon ſhall have the Preference, tho? the 


-S others 
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others paſs'd by, whoſe Loyalty, Probity, | 


and Capacities were more remarkable. 

Wr are all "oy happy (and I could wiſh we 

were all very eaſy) under the Peaceable and 
Auſpicious Government of a Proteftant Prince, 

who is a common Father to all: his Subjects. 

We have his Royal Word for it, that ſince his 
Acceſſion to the Throne, he has not taken 

| King's the leaſt Step towards extending his Prero- 


| Speech at ee pative and Authority, or contracting and 


Riſing of 
the arlia- ; 


« retrenching his Subjects Liberty and Pro- 


ment. pril e 2 He was ſo conſcious of this, that 
2 


, 1734: « he. could appeal to his Pepple's Conſci- 
«« ences as to his Conduct. he Proſperi- 
« ty and Glory of my Reign (ſaid he) de- 
<« pend upon the Affection and Happineſs of 
e my People, and the Happineſs of my Peo- 


ple upon my preſerving unto them all their 


Legal Rights and Privileges, as eſtabliſhed 
© under. the preſent Settlement of the Crown 
in the Proteſtant Line.“ He ſeems to 
have no other Reliſh of the Greatneſs of Po W- 
er, but as it puts him in a Capacity of procuring 
Peace Abroad, and preſerving it at Home. 
No that Prophecy of the free and full Enjoy- 
ment of our lawful Acquiſitions is fulfilled to 
Os GrEAT-BRITAIN. They ſhall fit every Man 
ou ++: under his Vine and under bis Fig-tree, and 
none ſhall make them afraid. We enjoy the 
Fruits and Productions of our honeſt Labours | 
and Induſtry, the Sweets of our Vines and Fig- | 
Trees, without the bitter Allays of the Slavith 
Fears of Oppreſſors and Tyrants. We have 
all poſſible Encouragement to Induſtry, by the 
Security we have, that we and our Poſterity 
ſhall enjoy the Effects of our honeſt Labours. 
How ſafe are we in the Poſſeſſion of all the 
Privileges of our Birth-Right, that - have 2 

. en 


| 
| 


( 19 


been forfeited to the Government by any State- 
Crimes, which too many Popiſhly affected, and 


. bigotted Perſons have been guilty of ſome 


Years ago, in Oppoſition to the Proteſtant Suc- 
ceffion, and the beſt of Conſtitutions and Go- 
vernments. Liberty and Property are the dar- 
ling Bleſſings of Great- Britain, as a Modern 


Poet very elegantly expreſſeth. 
O Liberty, thou Goddeſs heavenly bright, Addiſon, 


Profuſe of Bliſi, and pregnant with Delight ! 
: Eternal Pleaſures in thy Preſence reign, 
And ſmiling Plenty leads thy wanton Train. 
Thou mak'ſt the gloomy Face of Nature gay; 
W to the Sun, and Pleaſure to the 
is Liberty that crowns BRITANNIA's Iſle, 
And makes her barren Rocks and Mountains 
A e 


How happy is the Nation whoſe Prince ſtu- 


| dies to make his Subjects ha 2 and eaſy, in the 
full and free Enjoyments o 


all valuable Bleſ- 
ſings that can be fondly wiſh'd for under the 
beſt Conſtitution ? Our Liberties are ſafely 


Preſerved, Right and Property ſecured, and 
the Profeſſion of the Proteſtant Reformed Re- 
ligion guarded againſt all the Invaſions and 
Corruptions of Popery. So that our Sove- 
reign's Character anſwers his Title, DerExDER 
of THE FariTH. He is a Defender of our 
Chriſtian Faith already received, but no Impo- 
ler of new Articles of Faith, or new-invented 


Terms of Communion. We do and ought to. 


obey his Orders in Things lawful and expedi- 


ent; but do not deliver up our Reaſons to a 
blindfold Submiſſion, and Obedience, either co 
Prince or Prieſt. No human Power 1 5 
the Right, or can exerciſe the Authority ot 

02 adding 


1 Jimi . thority by ſuch Men, whoſe Wiſdom deſcendeth 


1. 37s .. 
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( 20 ) | 
adding to, or altering the Laws which Chrift 
has given to his Church, or of impoſing their 


Senſe upon them, without manifeſt Uſurpation 


upon the Authority and Right which Chriſt has 


reſerved to himſelf, of being the immediate 
Expoſitor of his own Laws, and the ſupreme 
Judge in his own Kingdam. No temporal So- 


vereign hath any abſolute Dominion, Power or 
Authority in Matters of Conſcience, over the 


Subjects of Chriſt but himſelf: He only is the 


Law-giver of his Church ; He has not deputed 


any Man, ar Set of Men to be his Succeſſors in 


this Sovereignty 3 therefore, by conſequence, 
there is na Man or Set of Men whatſoever, 
whether Prince, Pope, Council or Synod have 


any Authority over other Men's Conſciences, 


Perſecution for Conſcience, do proceed from 


the Uſurpation of Power, and aſſum'd Au- 


not from above, but is earthly, ſenſual, deviliſb, 


diametrically oppoſite to the Wiſdom that is 
Jrom above, which is pure, peaceable, gentle, and 
eaſy to be entreated, full of Mercy and good 

Fruits, without Partiality and without Hypocriſy. 


But we may ſay it with Pleaſure to the Praiſe 


of God, that we have no Attempts made upon 
our Civil or Religious Rights, no Arbitrary | 
Steps taken to deprive us of the ſame, or to 
moleſt us in the Enjoyment thereof. We ſhould 
be as forward to acknowledge the Bleſſings of 
a good Government, as we are to complain of 


the Hardſhips of a bad one. Let us never 


count it modith to be ſtill blaming, and finding 


Fault 


| 


to force them ta believe this or the other Arti- 

dle of Faith, to conform to this or t'other 
M ode of Worſhip. All Coertion in Matters. 

merely Religious, as Pœnal Laws, Mul&s, 
Fines, Civil Puniſhments, and all Kinds of 8 


# IH 
Fault with. the Adminiſtration ; but rather 
pray for Kings, and for all that are in Aathority, 1 Tim. 2.2. 
that we may lead a quiet and peaceable Life, in 
all Godlineſs and Honeſty. We ſhow'd pray that 
God would endue them with Wisdom and 
Grace, to revive and promote the great and 
needful Work of Reformation: A righteous 
Adminiſtration of the Government; impartial 
Equity between Man and Man, publick Coun- 
tenance given to Religion, deſerved Cenſures 
| and Corrections to Vice, the general Profeſſion 
and Practice of Virtue, the protecting and en- 


'5 I” T- LAS © nn _— SS '' — 


couraging Virtuous Perſons ; This would raiſe 
our Reputation, and render our Fame moſt 
> extenſive; This would give Occaſion to our 
neighbouring Provinces to ſay, Vat Nation is Deut. 4. 
- | there ſo great, who bath God ſo nigh unto them 7, 8. 
And what Nation is there ſo great, that hath 
3. SCtatutes and Judgments ſo righteous? And if 
there be no Oppreſſion, Faction, Mutiny, or 
„ Complaining in our Streets; but great Plenty, 
abounding Charity, uninterrupted Peace, a 
ſincere Profeſſion of the Chriftian Reformed 
Religion, and a ſtrict Adherence to the Statutes 
and Ordinances of the Great God, our abſolute 
Sovereign, and bountiful Benefactor ; then we 
take up the Pſalmiſt's Admiration and 
| Refle&tion, laying, Happy is that People that is Ph. 144) 
in fuch @ Caſe: Zea, happy is that People * 15. 
Cod is the Lord. Ie 


ug 6! ² A AS ated 


„ Furt W ſhall conſider the POLY 
And diſmal Caſe of thoſe who live under an Ar- 

bitrary Government, whoſe Lives, Liberties 
and Properties are deſtitute of thoſe well- con- 

certed human Laws which are the Guards and 

| Fences againſt the Violences of their Superiours, 

who have Liberty and Power to oppreſs, and 

ſeldom 


(22) 
ſeldom ever want Inclination and Diſpoſition 
to it. Superſtition and Oppreſſion uſually go 
rogether, and are encouraged by ſuch Princes 
who are ſenſible they are not belov'd by their 
Subjects, will uſe all rigid Methods to render 
themſelves (by conſequence as odious as they 
would be) terrible to them. The Caſe of Sub-. 


jects under ſuch a Government in Proteſtant 


Countries 15 of the two worſe, than it is with 


_ thoſe who live in Popiſh Dominions : There the 


_ Hierarchy claim an Exemption from the Secu- | 
lar Powers, and are in ſome meaſure a Check 
to the Violences of the State, as the State is to 
the Hierarchy. But when Popery was in the 
Height of Power, the Papacy claim'd a Prece- 
dency to the State, and Superiority over it; 
then Kings and Emperors felt the Severity of 
the Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures. | 

A Corrver Magiſtracy and Miniſtry, are 
ſome of the worſt of Plagues that can befal 
any People; they are not only ill-uſed by 
them, in their Sufferings from them, but ſadly 


abuſed, when by their ill 1 Influence 


la. 9. 14. 


or Authority, they are led or driven into Sin 

and Ruin, as the Prophet expreſſes. The Lea- 
ders of this People cauſe them to err, and they 
that are led of them are deſtroyed. _— We read 


of very great Corruptions in Religion and Mo- 


ages 


rals, amongſt the Jraelites under the Govern- | 
ment of their Judges, and the Reaſon of that 
fad Degeneracy given. In thoſe Days there was 
no King in Iſrael, but every Man did that which | 
was right in his own Eyes, and that is common- 

ly wrong in the Eyes of others. Here you ſee | 
the Evil of Axnaxcny, and alſo of abſolute 
and uncontroulable Monarcyuy. Now it is a 
Queſtion rot eaſily determined. which of theſe | 
is the greateſt Evil? lam inelin d to think it 
is 


from, 


LE. 


zs the latter, and my Reaſon for thinking ſo, is 
this: In a State of Anarc 


by a Perſon may for- 


bear hurting his Neighbour, and probably he 
may ſtand upon his Guard, ſo as to defend 
himſelf againſt the Frauds, Violences and In- 
ſults of his Neighbour, fo as not to be hurted 
by him: This keeps Perſons in a continual Fear 

and Warfare; and if their Peace is diſturbed, 
their Properties may be preſerved. But in a 
State where abſolute Monarchy. and uncontroul- 
able Authority 1s ſer up, 
avoiding the impending Calamities by any Re- 
 Tiftance : Slaviſh Submiſſion. is the Doctrine in- 
culcated by the Mercenary Prieſts of . fuch 
Princes; Perſons muſt ſubmit to all the grie- 
vous Impoſitions laid upon them by their Co- 
vetous and Tyrannical Prince, and thoſe his 
' Minions and Sycophants, who as ſo many Har- 
| pies, waſte and conſume every Thing valuable. 
But when theſe Oppreſſions extend to Mat- 
ters of Conſcience and Religion, they are then 
the more grievous and intolerable. Ever 


there is no Hopes of 


Perſon has (above all things. elſe) an unqueſti- 


| onable Right to his own Conſcience ; none be- 
| fides our Great Lord and Creator has a Power 


over it: Yet the Popiſh Hierarchy with the 


E ues. Arrogance lay Claim to this Power. 


| their Votaries are oblig'd by an implicit 


and Purgatory, which are ſome of the groſſeſt 
Abſurdities that ever were impoſed upon hu- 


man Underſtanding : To queſtion the Truth o 


| Uheſe, or any of thoſe Multitudes of Abſurdi- 


ties 


| Faith to believe as the Church believes; They 
muſt believe the Pope's Infallibility, and that he 
has Power to grant Pardons for, and Abſolution 
paſt Sins; and to grant Indulgencies to 
ſin with Impunity for Time to come. They muſt 
alſo believe the Doctrines of Tranſubſtantiation 


(24) 
ties contain'd in their Legends and Traditions, 


will expoſe a Perſon. to the barbarous and inhu-. 


man Cruelties of the Inquiſition, or ſome other 


Severities, cenſured and condemned by the 
Chriſtian Religion, but peculiar to the King- | 
dom of Antichriſt. ' The holy Apoſtle ſays, 
that the Weapons of our Warfare are ſpiritual, | 


and not carnal.. Clear Reaſonings, ſolid Argu- 


ments, rational Convictions, and a candid and 
fair Treatment, are the moſt proper and pow- 
erful Means for the informing of Men's Judg- 


PX; 
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ments, and reforming their Lives. only i | 


have nothing to do with theſe ; Racks, 


of himſelf to God. 


If we take a View of Perſons under Arbi- | 
trary Government in a Civil Reſpe&, we ſhall | 
find them ſtripp'd of the Bleſſings of Liberty 
and Property, in a State of Vaſſallage, poor 
and dejected. Their Calamities cannot be put 
forth in a ſtronger Light, nor repreſented in 
more lively Strains, than what Dr, Burnet has 


done in his Book of Travels. 


J1b- 
bets, Dungeons, Fire and Faggot are the com- 
mon Engines they make uſe of, to inform the 
Ignorant, to ſatisfy the Scrupulous, to create. 
Proſelytes, or rather to make; Hypocrites.. 
They will not allow to any private Perſon a 
Right or Liberty to judge for himſelf, which 
indeed every ratoinal Perſon ought to do in the 
| Fear of God, and with all Humllity and Meek- 
Rom. 14. Neſs, becauſe every Perſon muſt give an Account 


He obſerves in his Progreſs from Paris to- 
_ wards Jtaly, that Poverty appeared every 


where, and he was amaz'd to ſee ſo much Mi- 


ſery as appear'd not only in Villages, but in 
big Towns, where all the Marks of extreme 
Poverty ſhew'd themſelves, both in the Build- 


ings, the Cloaths and Looks of the Inhabitants 3 


a 


„ + 7 


| 400} 


s, | a general 8 in all the Towns was 4 
a-. | very viſible Effect of the Hardſhips under 
er | which they lay. = 

ee Bur when he came into the Pope's Territo- 


3- | ries, the Eccleſiaſtical State, it was more ama- 
Sz | Zing to ſee a vaſt Champion Country almoſt 
„ | quite deſerted, and ſome Towns of great Com- 
1= | paſs, having ſb few Inhabitants, and thoſe look 
d lo poor and miſerable, that the People in the 
1.00 
8 
— 


ordinary Towns in Scotland, and in its worſt 
Places, make a better Appearance. And when 
8 | he was near Rome, he beheld a Soil that was ſo 
- | rich, and lay ſo ſweetly, that it far exceeded 
any thing he ever ſaw out of Italy, that had 
neither Inhabitants in it, nor Cattle upon it, 
to the tenth Part of what it could bear. The 


e 
6 
. | Surprize that this gave him increas*d upon him 

a as he went out of Rome. On its other Side, all 

h the Way to Naples, a vaſt rich Champion 
Country he found abandon'd to ſuch a Degree, 

=. _ that as far as one's Eye could carry one, there's 

& often not ſo much as a Houſe to be ſeen. He 
aaaſcribes this to the Rigour of the Government 
that hath driven away the Inhabitants; and 

1 | their being driven away, hath now reduc'd it 
5. | to ſuch a Paſs, that *tis hardly poſſible to re- 

r | peopleit; and few can reſolve to ſettle there, 

t | When they can hope for no other Reward of 
: 
8 


their Induſtry but an uneaſy Government. 
Tuts brings to my Mind what one of out 
moſt ingenious Modern Poets ſaid on the like 
- _ | Occaſion, who himſelf had travelPd into thoſe 
Countries, and ſaw the deep Poverty of the 
TH Inhabitants in the micſt of a rich and fertile 
1 


= 
TI While proud Oppreſſion in the Valley reigns, Eu onde; 
And Tyranny uſurps ber happy Plains, * L. Halifax 


( 26) a 
The poor Inbabitant hebolds in vain, 1 
The red' ning Orange, and the fwelling Grain: 
In vain he ſees the growing Oyls and Wines, 
And in the Myrtle's fragrant Shade repines ; 


Starves in the midſt of Nature's Bounty curſl, 


And in the loaded Vineyard dies for Thirſt. 


You ſee how theſe Oppreſſions cramp Induſ- E. | 


try, and bring upon People Univerſal Poverty. 


Princes can never act more impolitick and con- 
trary to their own Eaſe and Intereſt, than when 
they oppreſs their own Subjects. Thoſe Kings 
or Princes that would look great, and render 


| themſelves ſevere and terrible to their o.] Sub- 
jets, do but manifeſt their own Weakneſs, 
and expofe themſelves to their Subjects Hatred 
, t <1} 


Ix was an Inſtance of much Weakneſs in Re- | 


hoboam, and of his grand Miſtake in Politicks, 4 


when he rejected the Counſel of the ancient, 8 


grave, and wiſe Stateſmen, who advis'd him to 


redreſs the Grievances of his Subjects, make 
their Yoke eaſy, and their Burthen light: This 
would have ſecur'd him the Kingdom, and the 
Hearts and Affections of his Subjects. But he 


hearkened to the hot, and haughty young Men 


of his Council, who advis'd him to treat the 


Addreſſors with Menaces of greater Severities, 


and harder Uſages than they met with under his 


Royal Father's Adminiſtration. He own'd 
that his Father made their Yoke heavy; but bis | 


2 Chron. 
_ Tap. 10. 


litile Finger ſhould be thicker than his Father's | 


L.oinss My Father (ſaid he) bath chaſtisd you 
with Whips, but I will chaſtiſe you with Scorpi- 
ons. He would burthen them with heavy Taxes, 
grievous Cuſtoms, chaſtiſe them with ſanguina- 
ry Laws, and ſevere Executions, and make 
true that Maxim, Summa Lex efb ſumma 2 
ntole- 


4 


Sight, and the comfortable and peaceable En- 
 Joyment of the Bleſſings of ſuch a Revolution. 


( 27 ) 
Intolerable Impoſitions, and unrelenting Seve- 


rit ies, a Rigour in commanding, and a Cruelty 
in puniſhing, are the genuine Effects of a De- 


ſpotick Power, and an Arbitrary Government. 
l hoſe Princes who, to gratify their Am- 
bition, break through the Limits of their legal 
| Power, to invade the Rights and Properties of 
their Subjects, either by inventing new Preten- 
ſions of Prerogative, or extending thoſe be- 
longing to them beyond their due Bounds, with 
Deſign to enflave their Subjects, they ſap the 
Foundation of their own Eſtabliſhment, and 
haſten their own Downfal : We have many 
 fuch Inſtances in the Chronology of our Britiſh 
Kings. %%% 
| Yer herein we may ſee how the Great God, 
| who has the Hearts of Kings in his Hands, and 

' turns them as the Water-brooks, fulfils the Coun- 
ſels of his own Wiſdom, by giving Men up to 


| a Spirit of Infatuation, to gratify their Pride, 


Paſſion, and Ambition, to their own utter Ru- 
in, and to bring about ſome happy Revolution, 

for the reſtoring and eſtabliſhing the publick 
Peace and Welfare, and ſettling the Legiſlature 
on its ancient and ſolid Baſis. May our Hearts 
be fill'd with Gratitude to our Great, Good 
and Gracious Sovereign, who is King of Kings, 


and Lord of Lords, who hath granted to us the 


V. Fifthly, In the laſt Place I'll endeavour 


to ſhew, what is the incumbent Duty of all that 
are Well-wiſhers to our happy Conſtitution in 
Church and State. Thoſe that enjoy the Privi- 


leges, and Benefits thereof, ſhou'd be Well- 
wiſhers thereto ; but we find to our Aſtoniſh- 
ment, it is not ſo, Thoſe who are of a narrow 


1 2 envious 


(28). 


envious Spirit, of a mean and ſordid Diſpoſi- 
tion, they cannot taſte the Sweets, enjoy the 


Comforts of publick Bleflings, becauſe others 
whom they envy are Sharers with them therein. 


The Peace of others is the envious Man's Diſ- 
turbance. — Nothing has a more prejudicial 
Tendency to diſturb the Peace, lower the Ho- 


nour and Intereſt of any State, than different 


Sentiments, ſeparate Intereſts, eſpecially if the 
one is too paſſionately indulged, and the other 


too eagerly purſued, without due Regard ta 


the publick Intereſt. 


DissENTIONS and Factions have throw'd 
many ſouriſhing States into fatal Convulſions. 
Pride, Ambition, Covetouſneſs and Envy, are 

the common Diſturbers of the Peace, and 
Tranquility of private Perſons, Families, 
Churches, and States. The Suppreſſion and 
Extirpation of theſe are abſolutely neceſſary, 


in order to the peaceable Poſſeſſion and laſting 


Enjoyment of the moſt valuable Bleſſings in 
Church or State, Our gracious Redeemer, one 
of whoſe Titles is Prince of Peace, came to 
"pang Peace on Earth; his Doctrine was 
Peace, his Legacy was Peace, for when he left 

this World, he left his Peace behind him; 

Peace I leave with you, my Peace I give unto you. 
Heats, Animoſities, and Diflentions in the 

| Concerns of Religion, are very ſcandalous, and 
do a great deal of Diſſervice to the Intereſt of 
the Kingdom of Chrift in the World, poſſeſs 


. John 14. 
17. 


the Minds of too many weak and i 


Perſons with Prejudices againſt Religion, anc | 
harden others in their Infidelity and Profaneſs. 
Bur Unity, Peace and Love, as they are e- 


commended to us, and prefs'd upon us by our 
molt holy Religion, ſo they have a direct Ten- 


dency to promote the Credit and Intereſt of 


Religion 
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Religion in general. I cannot recommend Peace, 
Love and Unity unto you, in a more graceful 
and acceptable Manner, than in the Words ofa 
celebrated Biſhop. <©* We ought (/aid he) to Bp. Bur- 
| <& preſerve the Unity of the Body with a Spirit . 
| = 0 29 
4 of Love and Peace, and to endeavour to 
s bring others into it by Strength of Reaſon, 
* gently inſtructing even thoſe who oppoſe 
©. themſelves. Religion muſt not reſt in Points 
of Speculation or Opinion, nor in Forms or 
s outward Obſervances, much leſs muſt it be 
“ manag'd as an Engine to ſerve Ends, and to 
* advance Intereſts, to break the World into 
| «© Parties, to inflame Men's Paſſions, and to 
© diftraft their Minds with Jealouſies and 
Fears, to raiſe Heats and keep up Animoſi- 
ties, by which many diſguiſe their No-Reli- 
"þ 66 gion, and which fill the World with Preju- 
 « dices againſt it.” And then he recommends 
an holy Converſation, and an exemplary Life 
and Deportment, as abſolutely needful to raiſe 
the Honour of our Religion 
Ou Chriſtian Religion is a Doctrine given 
us from Heaven, to lead us to Heaven in the 
Ways of Holineſs, Love, and Peace: It infu- 
ſes into the Souls of all that embrace it a Spirit 
of univerſal Love to all Men, bur eſpecially to 
all Chriſtians, of all diſtindt Denominations, 
and chiefly thoſe who are inoffenſive in their 


3 


Hh 


Lives, and of peaceable Tempers 


Tnosx are Sons of Belial, Sons of Thunder, 

and not the Sons of Peace, who cenſure, rail, 
revile and perſecute thoſe who cannot jump in 
with them in all their Sentiments, and in their 
furious and blind Zeal, wiſh for Fire from 
Heaven to conſume their Adverſaries : Certain- 

ly theſe Men know not that manner of Spirit Lake 9, 
they are of, what an evil Spirit and revengeful 55. 


' Temper and Diſpoſition they are of War 


(30) 


Wuar Right or Power has any one Man to 


impoſe his Thoughts upon another, or why 
ſhould he quarrel with him, and cenſure him 
becauſe he has not the ſame Way of Thinking 


with himſelf? Twas a curious Obſervation of 


a learned Perſon, < That there is a viſible Va- 


« riety in the whole Extent of the material | 


« World: No Thing doth perfectly reſemble 


« another; not a Grain of Sand or Duſt, 
«« when look'd at through a Microſcope, but 
% diſcovers a great Diverſity.” Mankind is 
much diverſified in what appears outwardly, in 
the Face, Voice and Stature; and why ſhould | 
we think it ſtrange, if Men's Thoughts be dif- 
ferent? Education, Cuſtom, Prejudice and 
Temper lay Bonds on weaker Minds, that they 
are not able to break through; and there is a 
particular Stiffneſs in moſt People not to ſub- 
mit to Violence or ill Uſage. Time, Reaſon, 
and Kindneſs may carry off thoſe Prejudices 
which are fortified by other Methods, nor will 
they be prevail'd upon, if reproached with 
with Faults of which they know themſelves in- 
nocent. Weak, prejudiced, bigotted Perſons 


iI ß ae a a A _aEVrAYS 


are generally the moſt cenſorious. If we con- 
verſe with the Works of thoſe learned and fa- 
mous Biſhops, Uher, Reinolds, Stillingfleet, 
Tenniſon, Burnet, and ſome others, who were 


the greateſt Lights and Ornaments to the Church, 
of any ſince the Reformation, we ſhall find 


them to be Perſons of the greateſt Candour 


and Moderation, and of moſt extenſive Chari- 


ty towards thoſe that differ'd from them in 
Things which moſt Men count indifferent in 
themſelves. May all Perſons endeavour to imi- 
tate their bright Examples, conform to their 
Doctrine, embrace and appropriate their chari- 
table Sentiments, and ſtydy to reſemble them 


+8] 
in their Candour, Meekneſs, and univerſal 
| Goodneſs to all Mankind; but more eſpecially 
out of Conſcience to the Obligations we are laid 
under by our moſt holy Religion, Ve ſhould be 
Lovers and Followers of Peace, and if it be poſ- 
ſible, live in Peace with all Men. A meek, N 
humble, courteous, and obliging Carriage will . | 
calm the Spirits of the Rigid, blunt the Edge „ 
of their Reſentments, (if they are not too far 
; enſlaved by Prejudice and Bigotry.) This will 
be a Means to bring them into a good Temper, 
and into that mild, meek, charitable Frame 
| Which is moſt becoming a good Chriſtian, and 
; moſt ornamental to his Profeſſion. Our moſt [| 
holy Religion enjoins us 1 ſpeak evil of no Man, 
pet how many are there who make high Pre- - 
| tenſions to Religion, and yet the common To- > 
picks, and moſt frequent Subjects of their Diſ- | 
cCourſe are uncharitable Foun ana ſpiteful Re- [} 
flections, Reproaches and Calumnies, not al. | 
ways againſt their Neighbours, but too free. 4 
gquently againſt the Government. They are not 2 Pet. 2. | 
3 afraid to ſpeak evil againſt Dignities, and yet Tok > Y 
- | would be eſteem'd true Loyaliſts : If they can 
not find, they will frame — groundleſs Sto- 
tries, and imaginary Faults, to load the Sove- 
> reign or his Miniſtry therewith. Theſe Fault- 
„ | finders are too often the Fault-makers: And 
ſince no State can be infallible in all their Coun- 
ſels, or exactly right in all their Schemes and 
Mleaſures, therefore Perſons ſhou'd not be for- 
ward, under a Colour of Grief, to manifeſt | 
theit ſecret Pleaſure in their aſſiduous publiſn- 
ing theſe Miſtakes. Perſons ſhou'd ſtudy to be 
quiet, and endeavour to make others ſo too, 
and not diſturb the Peace of the Sovereign, or 
his Subjects, by inſinuating Politick Jealouſies 
into the Minds of the People, to poſſeſs 3 
Wit 


e >”. C: 3 


- eTim.2. 


L | wo, £ 


| Ws, c. 30. wo” L - 21 
& mily, valiant Armies, a faithful Senate, Cc.“ 
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with Fears, and Apprehenſions of ſome diſmal 
Calamities, and terrible Sufferings that may 


befal them, through the Male-Adminiſtration 
and Miſmanagement of National Affairs. And 
therefore it is our incumbent Duty in a more 

particular Manner, Me ß ſe fr. 


Firſt, To pray for all that are in Authority, | jc 


St. Paul gives a Charge to all Chriſtians to pray 


for all Men in general, but more eſpecially for 
all in Authority. I exbort therefore firſt of all 
Ssupplications, Prayers, Interceſſions, and giving 2 


of Thanks be made for all Men, for Kings and a 
that are put in Authority, that we may lead quiet 


and peaceable Lives in all Godlineſs and Honeſty. 
This was Part of the Devotions of the Primi- 
- Tertul. A- tive Chriſtians. «+ We pray (ſaid they) for all 
tor «© the Emperors, that to them may be granted 
“ long Life, a quiet Reign, a well-ſettled Fa- 


So, we ſhould pray for Kings, that God would 
make them wiſe in their Councels, prudent in | 
their Deportment, faithful in their Promiſes, | 
obſervant of their own Laws, careful of their 

Subjects Welfare, Promoters of their Peace, 


Aſſerters of their Rights and Properties, mer- 


ciful to the Oppreſſed, kind to the Good, Pa- 
' trons to the Virtuous, Favourites to the Pious, 
but terrible to evil Works and Workers; juſt 
towards all Men, and exemplarily pious and 

virtuous, ſo as by the Luſtre of their 
Examples they may ſtir up an holy Emulation 


In the Minds of the Nobility and Miniſtry, at- 
| tended with ſincere Endeavours to imitate them 


Serm. at 
theCorona- 
tion of K. 
Milam & 


Qu. Mary. 


in all their Praiſe-worthy Virtues. 


% Kincs have one Prerogative which few of 


e them are indeed willing to uſe much, and 
4 that is, the converting the 
e Dragoons; 


good 


World not by7 


w-- 


„ | 
« Dragoons, Sanguinary Laws, or ctue] E- 
ce dicts, but by Examples of true Religion, 
| << anda good Life.” Therefore our Prayers 
for them are moſt expedient and neceſſary. 


o 


Secondly, Ir is our Duty in a more particular 
Manner to praiſe God for the free and full En- 
| joyment of the Holy Scriptures, the Fountains 


of ſaving Wiſdom and true Knowledge; that 
thoſe ſacred Truths delivered = the Infpired 


Prophets and Apoſtles, are not 


the Holy Scriptures in a Known Tongue, and 


and by our Bleſſed Saviour commanded to 


| ſearch them. We ought for our further Infor- 
mation and Eſtabliſhment, to bring every Doc- 
trine 0 the Law and to the Teſtimony. There Ita. 8. 20 
we may ſee what is approved of God, and 

what he requires of us. Human Inventions, 


and Popiſh Traditions ate vain and worthleſs : 
viour) teaching for Dofrines the Commandinents 
ther than Men. We have no Command of God 


are we ſo weak and ignorant as to expect any 
Relief from them. We may without any 


{Breach in the Rules of Charity ſuppoſe, that 
many of thoſe whom the Popes Canonize, and 
| ſet up for eminent Saints, are Priſoners in Hell, 


. "=. #F W 


bound up in the Chains of Darkneſs, 


E 


of Men. We have no Regard to the Command- 
ments of Men, if they be not conſonant to the > 
Commands of God. We ought to obey God ra- Adds 5. 293 + 


Ws 


| ept from us, 
and forbidden to us, under the ſevereſt Pena]- 
| ties, is no ſmall Privilege; for the which, we 
have the greateſt Reaſon to expreſs our due Ac- 
| knowledgments. It is a great Mercy to have 


that all Perſons are permitted to read them, 


John 5. 30. 


In vain do they worſhip me (faith our Bleſſed Sa- Mat. 15. 


to invocate Saints or Angels, nor do we claim 
a Power to Canonize or make Saints; neither 


—— ˙—·• l — — 


. 
Wei believe and acknowledge the Lord Jz- 


sus CHRIST to be the Son of God, the Promi- 


ſed Meſſiah, the Saviour of the World, and 


only Mediator between an Offended God, and ' 


_ offending Sinners, and that we have no other | 


| Heb. 7. 25. 


Mediators of Interceſſion beſides Chriſt, who 
is our Great Higb - Prieſt that ever liveth to make 


Interceſſion for us. In and through his Media- 
tion we 1 the living and true God, who | 
is a Spirit, and will be worſhipped in Spirit and | 


in Trutb. The Purity of our Religion is a 


Proof of its Divinity; the Romiſb Religion | 
| Rands in a direct Oppoſition to it: This coun- 
renances and permits * wget, ſooths Men in 


their Sins with a Perſwa 
pardon Sins, as well as indulge them in the 
greateſt Crimes, and diſpenſe with the breaking 
of their Vows, and that he can diſſolve Oaths, 
and all the moſt ſacred Ties of Religion and 
Conſcience; and it is a Maxim with them, 


ticks, and that a Prieſt at laſt has Power to ab- 
Mark 2. 5. ſolve from all Sin and Guilt. But who can par- 


Pope could pardon Sin, and a Prieſt abſolve 
from Guilt; yet this wou'd not be ſufficient to 
to make a Soul meet for Heaven, twould 
be no Qualification for Glory. I do not find! 
that they * com to give to any Perſon a; 
Power to 


ion that the Pope can 


That Covenants are not to be kept with Here- 


don Sin but God ? But were it admitted, that a 


lieve, or that with the Extreme! 
Unction they can give the Spirit of Adoption, 
or renewing, regenerating Grace. The Scrip 


cb. 12. 14. ture aſſures us, that without Holineſs no Man can 


_ ſee the Lord, and that it is the Pure in Heart ſhall 
. * ſee God.. The Apoſtle St. Paul. puts it beyond 


all Diſpute, that ſuch Sinners whom the Romi 
Church hugs in her Boſom ſhall not inherit the 


- 


the Kingdom of God. He lays down a blac 
Rs Z Catalogue 
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Catalogue of them; 1dolaters, Adulterers, For- 


nicators, Effeminate, Sodomites, Thieves, Cove- 


fore let no ſuch Sinners deceive themſelves with 


firm it, that no ſuch Sinners ſhall inherit his 


tous, Drunkards, Revilers, Extortioners, ; ing, = . 
ſhort, all the Unrigbteous ſhall not inherit tbe 
' Kingdom of God. Thoſe Souls that have been 
ſuch Sinks of Sin and Filthineſs in this World, 
cannot expect to poſſeſs the Heavenly Manſi- 
ons that are prepared for the Reception only of 

holy Souls. No unclean Thing ſhall enter into 

the New Feruſalem ; Holineſs to the Lord is 
engraven upon the Gates thereof. Witbout are 
Dogs, and Sorcerers, and Whoremongers, and gev. 22.15. 
Mur derers, and Idolaters, and whatſoever loveth © 
and maketh a Lie: The Wages of ſuch Sinners 
and ſuch Sins is Death, eternal Death. There- 


vain and groundleſs Hopes of Salvation, nor 
be e by others with an imaginary Abſo- 
lution ; for here the Word of God is as a ſtrong 
Bar, and Bulwark againſt their entring into 
the Kingdom of God: The Word of Truth 
has reveal'd it, and the God of Truth will con- 


Kingdom, if they live and die in their Sins, in 

an impenitent unpardoned State. He that belie- Mark 16. 
veth not, ſhall be damned. This Word which _ 
Chriſt hath ſpoken, the ſame ſhall judge him in John 12. 


_ Thirdly and laſtly, Ix order to have a laſting 
Enjoyment, and to make an uſeful Improve- 

ment of all our Privileges and Bleſſings both in 
Church and State, Let us love as Brethren, be 1 pet. 3. 8. 
pitiful, be courteous. Let Love be without Diſſi- Rom. 12. 9, 

_ mulation. We ſhould love God above all things, 

and love our Neighbour as ourſelves. God him- 

ſelf is Love; the more we love him, the more 

we are changed into his Likeneſs. Charity or 
; EE — 


4 = 1 
Love is the Old, New, and Great Command- 


ment; all the Commandments are ſummarily 
comprehended therein: If is the fulfilling of the | 
Law, and the very Infancy or Beginning of 
Glory, which ſhall be perfected in Heaven: 
We cannot act Faith without Love, for Faith 
wor ketb by Love; nor enjoy God hereafter in 
Heaven without it, Faith, Hope and Charity, 
are Cardinal Virtues, or rather three Principal 
| Graces, of the which Charity is the Chief, 


When Faith is ſwallowed up in Viſion, and 


5 Hope in Fruition, then true Charity will 
burn with the brighteſt Flames to all Eter- 


Bur Envy, Pride, Cenſoriouſneſs, Malice and 


nity, It is the molt beautiful Image of God 
upon the Soul, and the ſweeteſt Enjoyment of 


Revenge are the Productions of a Diabolical 


Spirit, the very Image of Satan 4575 the Souls 
D 


of Sinners, Theſe are Epidemica 


iſtempers, 


very pernicious to particular Societies, and alſa 
to the Body Politick, if they be not ſeaſonably 
obviated and ſuppreſs'd. There is nothing fo 
diametrically oppoſite to them, and ſo powerful 


1 Cor. ca 
13. 


an Antidote againſt them, as CHariTyY, 
Axe we tempted to Envy? Cbarity guards 


the Mind againſt it. Charity envieth not. Are 
we tempted to Pride? Charity vaunteth not it- 


ſelf, is not puffed up. Where this Grace is pre- 


P- 


dominant, Humility is both its Concomitant 
and Ornament. The Charitable Man puts on 
Bowels of Mercy, Kindneſs, Humbleneſs of Mind. 
It is a certain Remedy againſt Cenſoriouſneſs. 
Charity thinketh uo Evil, but believeth all things, 
bopetb all things. *T's forward to believe, and 
hope the beſt of all Men. Charity expels all 
covetous, mercenary, and Self-intereſted Prin- 


ciples; its Temper is ſo noble and generous, 


that 


— . — 
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that ſhe ſeeketh not her own. And alſo clears the 
| Heart of all Malice, and corroding Deſires of 
| Revenge; tis its Property 1% bear all things, and 
| to forbear Reyenge, — —Having in ſhort gi- 


ven you ſome Account of the Nature and Qua- 
lity of this Grace, it ſeems not a little ſtrange, 
how Men can flatter themſelves with a Perſwa- 
ſion that they are real Chriſtians, tho? they are 
deſtitute thereof. The Apoſtle tells us very 
plainly, if he he had not Charity, he would be 
as a ſounding Braſs and tinkling Cymbal. And | 
again he ſays, if be had the Gift of Prophecy, 
and underſtood all Myſteries, and all Knowledge, 
and had the Faith of Miracles ſo as to be able 
to remove Mountains, and have no Charity, I 
amm nothing; all my Religion is nothing; *tis 
but a Shew, a Sham, a Shadow, vain and un- 
| profitable. And then he ſays, Though I beſtow 
| all my Goods to feed the Poor, and though I give 
my Body to be burned, and have not Charity, it 
' profiteth me nothing. There is not one Precept 
in all the New Teſtament, ſo often repeated as 
this of CHariTyY. Let us therefore be kind 10 Eph. 4. 32. 
one another, tender-bearted, forgiving one another, 8 
even as God for Chriſt's ſake hath forgiven ou. 
And above all theſe things put on Charity, which Col. 3. 14. 
is the Bond of Perfetineſs. Chriſtianity reſtrains 
us from rendering Evil for Evil, Railing for 
| Railing, but contrariwiſe Bleſſing ; it enjoins us 
do render Good for Evil: It was one of the 
great and Prime Leſſons our Bleſſed Saviour 
| taught his Diſciples in his moſt excellent Ser- 
mon on the Mount, But I ſay unto you, love Mat. 3. 44 
Jour Enemies; bleſs them that curſe you, and pray © 
for them that deſpitefully uſe you, and perſecute 
you. If we have any LE and Friendſhip to 
_ Chriſt, who hath given to us the fulleſt Mani- 
feſtations of his Love, and by his Example, as 
"© 
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well as Doctrine, recommended to us this Grace, 


and enjoin'd us the Exerciſe of it; we muſt be 
found conſtant and univerſal in its Uſe, and 
Improvement: This would be a Characteriſtick 


of our being Lovers of Chriſt, who hath ſaid, 


John 14. If ye love me, keep my Commandments.— And 
15. 


11, 12, 14 


Mat. 5. 48. 


this is my Commandment, that ye love one another 


as F have loved you. — Again, ye are my Friends, 


F ye do whatſoever I command you. — Bleſſed 
Rev. 22. 1-6 they that do his Commandments, that they 
may have a Right to the Tree of Life, and may 


enter in through the Gates into the City. 
Taz more forward and chearful, conſtant 


and univerſal, we are in the Exerciſe of this 
Grace, the more we reſemble our Heavenly 
Father, who maketh bis Sun to riſe on the evi! 


and on the good, and fendeth bis Rain on the juſt, 


and on the unjuſt. This is a moſt forcible Con- 


ſideration, to excite us to the Duty and Prac- | 


tice of Charity: May we ſtudy to imitate and 


reſemble our Heavenly Father herein. God is 
the Fountain of all Perfections, and our Re- 
ſemblance of him in Purity and Charity, ought 


to be our higheſt Aim, our ultimate End, and | 


1] 
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our moſt ſincere Endeavour. 


ls not this the Sum of all that we can wiſh 
for? A Deſire to imitate and reſemble our 


Heavenly Father, is a ſpecial Mark of his 

Children. Let us therefore take the Apoſtles 
Advice, and be Followers of God as dear Chil- | 
'* * dren; be holy as God is boly, merciful as God is | 
mercifu!, and ſtrive to reſemble him in every | 
Grace, but more eſpecially in Love. God tis 
Love, and they that dwell in Love, dwell in God, 
and God in them. The Character we bear of 


God's Children, _— us to reſemble him ; 


and the more we relemble him, the more he 


will love, and delight in us here, and hereafter 
receive 


(39) 
receive us into thoſe Manſions of Bliſs, promi- 
ſed to, and prepared for the Faithful ; where 
we ſhall love him with a Seraphick Love, praiſe 
him without Ceſſation, and be enabled to give 
him the fulleſt Manifeſtations of our Zeal and 
Joy in celebrating his eternal Purity and Po,. - 
er, the Glory of the Riches of his Grace, re- 

deeming Love, and pardoning Mercy to all 
_ Eternity. SE on 
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